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NOTES AND NOVELTIES 



THE Sunday Mercury, of this city; has, in a witty and humorous 
fashion with a great deal of cold common-sense underlying its clever 
satire, raised the question, whether Mr. St. Gaudens' Statue of Diana on 
the summit of the Madison Square Garden tower is as chaste an object as it 
should be to be so prominently forced upon the public eye. The Mercury's 
article does not argue against this heaven-aspiring exhibition of feminine 
nudity from the old pharisaical standpoint that nude art must necessarily be 
immoral art, but that it may be made so by being forced upon indiscriminate 
public attention as an advertisement for the artist, or for the show that hires 
his art to advertise it. It seems to me that the Mercury is quite sound in 
its position, which is, that such a figure is offensive when it is made to serve 
an offensive purpose. Placed in an art-gallery as a work of art it could be 
legitimately contemplated and criticised as a work of art, which probably 
would be had for Diana and hercreator. Exposed to the view of those who 
desire to contemplate it the figure would be in no sense unjustified. But 
stuck up where it is it must be contemplated whether people want to look at 
it or not. It is converted from a legitimate work of art into a device to attract 
meretricious attention to itself, and becomes an offense to a great many 
worthy people who do not believe in that sort of thing, and who have a perfect 
right to their opinion. A point which the Mercury dwells on, and which is 
really important is, that this huge effigy of undraped femininity has attracted 
to Madison Square a considerable concourse of persons given to the 
worship of Phryne, and has, consequently, induced the parents whose children 
once found this charming park a playground to withnraw their little ones 
from the hearing of the comments aroused by Mr. St. Gaudens' figure in the 
crowd. 

The point which the Mercury and all other critics of this statue whose 
crictisms I have read have missed. is the inferior artistic quality of the figure 
itself. Considered merely as a plastic representation of the female form in 
its pristine grace and purity of natural innocence it is a failure. Considered 
as a figure designed to serve the purpose to which it is applied it is a carica- 
ture. It has been modelled either by deliberate design to render it notori- 
ously conspicuous, or through the ignorance of architect and sculptor of the 
true laws of relation and appropriateness, upon a scale entirely disproportioned 
to its presumed vocation. The use of a weathercock is to show which way 
the wind blows. It is not a massive monumental work, but a light and airy 
terminal to the structure to whose summit it is affixed. To be in keeping 
with its place, it must seem, and in fact must be, only a minor detail of that 
place, and not one of the most ponderous features of the entire building. If 
the Diana of the tower bad been made what it ought to have been made it 
would be a small and, as far as the artist could make it, a graceful terminal, 
carrying the solid lines of the tower into the sky. As it has been either 
arranged or permitted, it has an effect bigger and heavier than the upper 
part of the tower which supports it. Even if it is not indecent in the 
physical sense, it is certainly artistically so, and merely in the interest of 
good taste I shall not be sorry to hear that the next blizzard has blown it 
down. 

* * * 

If it is not intended as a preliminary advertisement of Georg Rochegrosse's 
picture, " The Fall of Babylon," the application made by a Mr. Leeds, of 
Philadelphia, to have this picture seized as an indecent work is worthy only 
of a tribe of barbarians. If Rochegrosse's picture is indecent, if it has any- 
thing in it which can revolt anyone who has read in his Bible the history of 
Babylon, then people had better stop reading the Bible, because the terrible 
moral lesson inculcated by the story of Belshazzar in the Holy Book must in 
itself be a lewd publication. 

* * * 

The dawn light streams in through the curtained portal of the palace 
of the last King of the Chaldean dynasty in Babylon. It is a morning after 
a revel — one of those abandoned feasts with which the doomed city called 
down upon itself its own destruction. Everything spiritual or intellectual 
has succumbed to the debauchery of the body. In the vast banqueting hall 
manhood and womanhood lie supine under the curse invoked by themselves. 
The picture has a tragic grandeur of conception. The spacious palace is 
painted with the knowledge of an archeologist as well as the brush of a 
painter. The details of the architecture, costumes and accessories, down to 
the empty wine jars and the jewels and crowns of vine leaves on the drunken 
revellers, are a historical lesson. In the enormous space the courtier and 
the parasite, the forsworn priest and the proclaimed prostitute, reek off the 
fumes of their debauch secure in the protection of the great king; and high 
upon his terraced throne seat, roused by the shriek of a startled wanton, 
Belshazzar leaps to his feet, to see the horde of Medes and Persians pouring 
in upon him like a hungry beast, with fangs of javelin and sword. Here 
one has a great work, such as could only be produced by a man of great 
mind, and evolved by him out of years of study and investigation into his 
subject. The motive of the work is magnificent. The nudity of a few 
female forms is but accessory to the whole purpose of the picture. The in- 
decency of such a canvas must be born of a moral putrefaction which should 
doom the victim who proclaims such an opinion to the care of the mad doc- 
tors. Above all, no one is compelled to look at this picture. It is not 
brought here as a signboard, nor will it be ostentatiously paraded on the 
^ public streets. But no one who passes within half a mile of Madison Square 
can avoid seeing the St, Gaudens' trayestie of Phryne dancing before Alci- 



biades unless he shuts his eyes. Modest women and innocent girls must hear 
the passing comments upon it of lascivious men, and little children, to whose 
natures all such ideas are foreign, must learn at their play of carnal and un- 
clean things. It is thrust upon the public, in fact, with a brazen assurance 
only equaled by that of the sculptor in allowing such a work to pass into an 
advertisement of his inability to reach into the higher flights of his art, even 
with the assistance of electric lights and an elevator. 



The expectation of holiday publications of the highest class, with which we 
always look to Mr. J. W. Boutonat this season of the year, is honorably sup- 
ported by him. Leading his list is Sterne's " Sentimental Journey," with 10 
plates by Stanley Wood, executed by the photogravure process. This is the 
Aldine Edition, printed at the Chiswick Press. London, i2rao. new cloth, 
uncut, $2; large paper, foolscap 4to, only 50 copies printed, boards, $6. One 
of Mr. Bouton's own publications is " Ancient Art and Mythology. The 
Symbolical Language of Ancient Art and Mythology. . An Inquiry^" by 
Richard Payne Knight, author of " Worship of Priapus," with introduction, 
notes translated into English, and a new and complete index, by Alexander 
Wilder, M.D. ; new enlarged edition, with 350 illustrations, by Prof. Rawson; 
i vol. royal 8vo, beautifully printed by the Caxton Press, and bound in half 
vellum cloth, gilt top, $5. forming vol. 2 of Bouton's Archaic Library. An 
entirely new work is " The Story of the Stick — In all Ages and all Lands. A 
Philosophical History and Lively Chronicle of the Stick as the Friend and 
Foe of Man. Its Uses and Abuses. As Sceptre and as Crook. As the 
Warrior's Weapon and the Wizard's Wand. As Stay, as Stimulus and as 
Scourge," translated and adapted from the French of Antony Real (Fernand 
' Michel), with an introductory letter to the publisher by William Henry 
Hurlbert, and 10 illustrations bv Alfred Thompson; 1 vol. i2mo, tastefully 
bound, gilt top, $1.50. This is a choice volume for the collector. " Me- 
moirs of Lady Hamilton. Being an Old Story Re-told," by Hilda Gamlin, 
illustrated with 50 portraits, fac-similies of autograph letters, etc., from rare 
sources, beautifully printed and bound in half vellum gilt, gilt top. price 
$20, is an interesting version of the _ History of Lady Hamilton and the 
story of her marvellous career. It includes Greville's letters to Sir William 
Hamilton, letters of Lord Nelson, Lady Hamilton, the Thomson letters, 
reminiscences, anecdotes, etc., etc. Only a limited number have been 
printed. " The Humorist" is a collection of entertaining tales, anecdotes, 
epigrams, etc., with 40 illustrations by George Cruikshank, colored by hand 
after the originals, in 4 vols., small 4to, cloth, gilt top, $30. Only 260 
copies on hand-made paper are printed, and the type is distributed Each 
copy is numbered. This is a new edition, printed on hand-made paper, 
with the illustrations by Cruikshank, beautifully colored by hind, of a work 
which has been for many years most difficult to be found, and then at a very 
high price. "The Soft Porcelain of Sevres," with an historical introduction 
by Edouard Gamier, is illustrated with 50 plates exquisitely printed in 
chromo-lithography, representing 256 subjects after the originals. It comes 
in 10 parts in neat portfolio, $50; or bound in half morocco, gilt top, $60. 
Great artistic skill, delicacy of drawing and coloring have been displayed in 
the production of these costly rarities, the originals of which are only to be 
found in the private collection of the wealthy" connoisseur, both in England 
and on the continent. A superb work of art at greatly reduced price is "' The 
Basilica of St. Mark's at Venice. " It is described and illustrated by a series of 
upwards of 750 large plates, 45 of which are of elephant folio size, beautifully 
executed in colors, the whole being comprised in 18 vols., elephant folio, im- 
perial folio and folio, handsomely bound in a Venetian parchment binding, 
price $500. This'magnificent work, which has been over ten years passing 
through the press, is now completed. It is the most important monograph 
which has yet appeared, not excepting the description of the Alhambra of 
Jules Gouree and Owen Jones. It is unnecessary to state that St. Mark's is 
a building surpassed by none other of its kind in the world. The work was 
published to subscribers in the binding described at $750. 



In 1847 Henry Howe published a modest volume containing an encyclo- 
pedic account of the State of Ohio. To prepare it he rode all over the 
State, seeing everything as far as possible with his own eyes, and producing 
a work the value of which has been recognized ever since. In the centen- 
nial year he was engaged to prepare a new edition of his " Historical Collec- 
tions of Onio," brought down to date. This has now been completed in 
three imperial octavo volumes, the last two, bound in one, having been just 
published, profusely illustrated. A feature of the work is the juxtapo>ition 
of the engravings representing places, buildings, etc., in 1847 and in 1891, 
a method which illustrates the growth of the State in a very striking manner. 
The " Historical Collections " as now extended and completed is a work of 
first-rate importance, and an invaluable magazine of facts and statistics. 
Mr. Howe has brought together in these portly volumes an immense amount 
of material relating to pioneer times, for one thing, and the narratives, 
which are given by the hundred, abound with romantic and thrilling epi- 
sodes, hairbreadth escapes, conflicts with the Indians, perils by flood and 
field, and in short the staple of all American colonization and settlement in 
the west. As an epitome of Ohio history no work can take the place of this 
one, and the venerable author may well feel proud and glad that he has been 
spared to finish the enterprise upon which he has expended so many years 
of a useful life, 
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Some old watches have considerable value and some have very little. In 
the first category are watches with hog's bristles for regulating the vibra- 
tions, egg watches, all watches with one band, with or without ornamenta- 
tions; watches without balance springs and without regulating arrange- 
ments, those with perforated cases, those with finely chased cases, if the 
chasing be distinct; enameled gold watches of fine workmanship, watches of 
wood or ivory or with iron or porcelain cases, and nearly all watches with 
peculiar movements. Old watches of little value are those that have chased 
cases, the figures of which are worn off, or, if well preserved, are of inferior 
workmanship ; painted pinchbeck cases, cases of four-colored gold layers with 
ordinary designs, and painted dials t'hat display poor workmanship. Watches 
with figures striking on bells are of little value. 

* * * 

Chapman & Hall, London, announce a new work on Dickens, " A Week's 
Tramp in Dickens-land, together with Personal Reminiscences of the Inimi- 
table Boz therein collected," by William R. Hughes. More than ioo illus- 
trations are to lend attraction to the volume, from the designs of Maclise, 
H. K. Browne, Langlon and others. 

* * * 

Lawrence & Bullen, of London, announce two books likely to interest all 
dramatic collectors. The first is the famous theatrical poem, ' ' The 
Rosciad " of Charles Churchill, edited and annotated by Mr. Robert W. 
Lowe, to whom we already owe admirable editions of Cibber's " Apology " 
and Doran's "Annals of the English Stage." It will be adorned by eight 
full-page portraits. The second book is a volume of collected criticisms of 
the contemporary theatre in London by Mr. Joseph Knight, the dramatic 
critic of the Athenceum. It is called " Theatrical Notes: A Contribution 
towards a History of the Modern English Stage." Mr. Knight has also 
underway the biography of Garrick for Mr. Archer's series of "English 
Actors." The Dunlap Society has in press and nearly ready to issue to its 
members an account of " The Private Life of William E. Burton," by Mr. 
William L. Keese, author of the authorized biography of the comedian- 
manager. This will be followed by a reprint from the pages of the Gentle- 
man's Magazine (the American Gentleman's, which Burton edited in Phila- 
delphia) of Burton's memoirs of the elder Wallack. The secretary of the 
Dunlap Society is now Mr. William Carey, No. 33 East Seventeenth street, 
New York; and for an annual subscription of $5, members receive three 
publications every year. Among the other books about the stage to be 
published this year is Mr. Davenport Adams' " Dictionary of the Drama," 
announced nearly ten years ago. 

* * * 

An exhibit of the precious stones of North Carolina attracted great atten- 
tion at the Southern Interstate Exposition at Raleigh. In the collection 
were beryls, in the form of emeralds, chrysoberyls and aquamarines. They 
are of a very rich green color, and sell, it is said, for the price of diamonds. 
There were also garnets of almadine colors, others of a bright cherry red, 
and still others of a cinnamon color. Gems cut from rutile were also con- 
spicuous, varying in color from red and brown to a shining black. They 
are found in the counties of Burke, Catawba, Alexander and Iredell. Sap- 
phires and rubies in limited quantity are also found in the western North 
Ca-olina mountains. There is no regular market yet for any of these 
stones, but northern capitalists are putting up works and sinking shafts in 
Alexander County with a view to turning the new industry to account. 
Jewelers say that the North Carolina stones can be cut into tasteful 

ornaments. 

* * * 

Plans have been drawn for the erection in Philadelphia by the Military 
Order of the Loyal Legion, of a Library and Museum of War Relics, which 
must in time become a most valuable institution. 

* * * 

During the long illness of George III many valuable books, prints and 
manuscripts were lost out of the Royal Library at Windsor, and the various 
collections there were in hopeless confusion until Prince Albert took the 
matter in hand, and they were then admirably arranged under his superin- 
tendence, and everything since has been kept in most perfect order. Mr. 
Holmes, librarian at the Castle, succeeded in recovering many of the 
treasures which had been either stolen or improperly given away, and I hear 
that the latest of these recaptures is a copy of the first edition of Spenser's 
" Faerie Queen," which belonged to Queen Elizabeth. 

* * * 

A regular meeting of the American Numismatic and Archaeological So- 
ciety was held on Nov. 16, at 8 P. M., President Parish presiding. The 
executive committee reported, recommending the election of Robert Sbiells 
of Neenah, Wis., as a permanent corresponding member. Attention was 
called to the decease of honorary member Benson J. Lossing, resident mem- 
ber Alexander McL. Agnewand corresponding members Byron Reed, Eben 
Richards, Jr., George L. Phillipse and Charles E. Barnard. Mr. Charles 
H. Wright as Chairman of the Committee on Medals of Columbus, re- 
ported that circulars requesting information had been sent to all members 
and kindred societies, but that only six replies had been received and he 
was only aware of one existing medal of Columbus — this having recently 
been presented to the society. On motion the Secretary was authorized to 
make a reply to the request of the Soceta Geografica Italiana and forward 
a description of the medal. The Curator of Numismatics reported donations 
of one hundred and fifteen coins, medals, etc., from Daniel Parish, Jr., Bau- 



man L. Belden, Edward Groh, George W. Rode, I. F. Wood, E. M. L. 
Ehlers and Mrs. John K. Curtis. Attention was called to the diploma of 
Honorable Mention awarded to the society by the Exposition Universelle of 
1889 of the French Republic, and the Secretary requested to write to the 
Director General expressing the appreciation of the society for the com- 
pliment extended. An interesting letter was read from corresponding 
member Walter Trumbull of Chicago, 111., as also a letter from Mr. B. 
Fernow requesting information as to the " Dog Dollar" mentioned in the 
early Dutch History of New York. After reports of the Building Fund and 
other committees, the meeting adjourned. 

* * * 

Seventeen mummies in the Imperial Museum of Berlin were found by a 
committee of archaeologists to be recent fabrications of Alexandrian dealers 
in antiquities. The museum had paid 800,000 marks for these forgeries. 
The directors who have made the purchases are trying to suppress the re- 
port. . 

* * * 

James McKie of Kilmarnock, the celebrated Burns collector and pub- 
lisher, is dead. In 1866 Mr. McKie published a fac simile of the first edi- 
tion of Burns — 1,200 copies. In 1869 he published an edition of the com- 
-plete poems, and subsequently brought out the Kilmarnock edition, with 
notes, by W. S. Douglas. Mr. McKie's collection of editions of Burns, 
numbering 700 volumes, was purchased for the Kilmarnock Burns Museum. 
It was mainly through his efforts that the monument to Burns at Kilmar- 
nock was erected, j 

* * * 

Some of the prices at the breaking up of the fine private library at C. F. 
Libbie & Co.'s in Boston last month were : a first issue of R. Ackermann's 
' ' The Microcosm of London ; or London in Miniature," with many colored 
plates, 1811; $60; the "Alcoran desCordeleres," Geneva, 1578, bearingthe 
coat of arms of Counte de Hoym, $31; Ira Allen's "Particulars of the 
Capture of the Ship Olive Branch," containing an interesting bit of revolu- 
tionary history, $26 ; Steam's almanac for 1772-77, six pieces, $31 50. 
" The Life and Career of Major Andre," Winthrop Sargent, of an edition 
of but seventy-five copies, 1861, $28 ; ab album of United States bank 
note proofs" from the library of the late Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. $31 ; 
A literal reprint of the Bay Psalm book, imprinted 1640, $36 " Biblia 
Sacra Latina cum Pastillis Nicolai de Lyra," in four volumes, printed by 
Anthon Koberger, Nurnberg, 1487, $76 ; the first Bible printed in America, 
printed in German by Christoph Sauer in Gennantown, Penn., 1743, $112.50; 
"La Reliure Moderne" by Octave Uzaune, $30.50; two volumes of 
works on block books, from the collectio Weigeliana, $40. A Latin ser^ 
vice book of a single mass, printed on vellum, with a colored parchment 
impression of the crucifixion, seven leaves, 1470, $65 ; Boccaccio's " Deca- 
merone," 1757, in the original language, $55 ; an English edition, 1833, 
$41 ; a fine copy of '" Revelationes Sancte Briggitti " printed by Anthon 
Koberger, 1500, $40; a- bibliographical dictionary of early French writers, by 
J. C. Brunet, a comparatively recent work of which but 100 copies were 
printed $108.50 ; a reprint of Edmund Burke's " History of the Origin, 
Rise and Progress of the War in America Between Great Britain and Her 
Colonies," Boston, 1780, $62.50; a copy of Lord Byron's " Childe 
Harold's Pilgrimage," 1841. a magnificent specimen of binding, $37 ; 
Mark Calesley's " Natural History of Carolina, Florida and the Bahama 
Islands," London. 1731, $40. Samuel de Champlain's " Les Voyagers de 
la Novelle France Occidental dicte Canada," Paris, 1632, $55 ; the works 
of Geoffrey Chaucer, London, 1598, $30. 

* * * 

I have done so much railroad traveling during my wandering life that I 
might be accused of boastfulness were I to assert that nothing could astonish 
me in this line any more; but I really was astonished the other day when I 
was whirled over the New York Central Road to Buffalo on the Empire State 
Express. It is no longer news to speak of the manifold conveniences of 
first-class travel over an American railroad, when one may eat, drink, sleep, 
smoke, read, write and do pretty much everything on the rolling car that 
one can do at home. But the wonderful speed of the trip, and the smooth- 
ness and ease with which the flight was made, were unique. The next time 
I go West, I am going to try the World's Fair Special over the same road. 
If it keeps pace with the Empire State Express, Chicago will seem a great 
deal nearer to New York than it did a few years ago, when I used to be 
thirty hours upon the trip, and then considered it fast time. 

* * * 

An oak chair made from the printing press on which the original Kilmar- 
nock editions of Burns' poems were printed in 1786 has just been added to 

the Burns cottage at Ayr. 

* * # 

Prices paid at auction in London recently for books include:- Cruikshank's 

" Comic Almanack," from 1835 to 1853, in the original wrappers, £12 10*.; 

first edition of Dickens' " Tale of Two Cities," in original covers, £10 10s.; 

Carlyle's " Letters and Speeches of Oliver Cromwell," second edition, with 

autograph letter from the author to Mr. Cooper, £24 15J.; " Costumes His- 

toriques of the Twelfth to Fifteenth Centuries," colored illustrations, Pans, 

i860 /12 10s. ; collection of engravings by and after Albert Durer, mounted 

in a 'volume, £15; Winkles' " Cathedral Churches of England and Wales 

and French Cathedrals," large paper, fine copy, £11; La Fontaine's Fables. 

large paper, plates after Oudry, bound in old olive morocco, by Bradel- 

Derome, £19; Caricatures, mostly colored, by Rqwlandson, Woodward and^ 

others, in large scrap book, £10 ioj. 
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Messrs. M. Knoedler & Co. announce that their galleries have been re- 
arranged for the fall season, with many augmentations in the number and 
variety of the works of art displayed. The works in oil include characteristic, 
examples of the foremost artists of the current European schools, most of 
which come directly from the studio and have never before been exhibited, 
works of the French school of 1830, of the first quality, and paintings by 
leading American artists representing their latest and most successful pro- 
ductiveness. The water-color room has received numerous accessions, 
especially in works of the modern Dutch aquarellists, originally introduced 
by Knoedler & Co , and now so deservedly popular with cur collectors; and 
in pictures by the French painters in this medium, and by American water 
colorists — all of careful choice as to attractiveness of subject and excellence 
of execution. The print department, in addition to an unsually long list of 
new publications of Knoedler & Co. themselves, offers a complete stock of 
the latest issues by the leading European publishers in engraving, etching, 
mezzotint, photogravure, etc., and affords an abundant choice to the art- 
lover and collf ctor, whether for purposes of framing or for the selection of 
■ additions to the portfolio. The proofs of a number of new and important 
subscription prints may now be examined. 

ii » » 

One of the most enchanting heroines of fiction, charming as a beautiful 
•woman with a noble soul only can be, is lone in Bulwer Lytton's immortal 
romance of the " Last days of Pompeii." In a period of social decadence 
her character shines with the pure brilliancy of a star. She still retains all of 
the seductiveness of a gentle and upright woman, and the approbation of 
literary criticism has conceded to her -a typical prominence akin to the 
Rebecca of Scott's " Ivanhoe," and the Esmetelda of Victor Hugo. Not 
long before his death, Mr. Joseph Coomans, a Belgian artist, whose Pom- 
peian pictures are known the world over, painted an idealization of Bulwer's 
heroine, which could not but have delighted ber creator. He represents in 
this picture lone reclining upon her divan, resting her right elbow on a 
richly-embroidered cushion, and with her right hand parting the luxuriant 
tresses which frame her, sweet and expressive face. Her head wears a cap 
of gold embroidery embellished with a red rose. In her left hand she sup- 
ports a fan of peacock feathers, and her pensive yet coquettish beauty is 
enhanced by the sparkle of her eloquent eye and the pout of her inviting 
lip. A modest drapery of white lawn only partially conceals her bosom, and 
she wears upon her neck and arm ornaments of gold which set off the" tender 
color of her skin._ This picture, painted in Mr. Cooman's best style, has 
been reproduced in mezzotint by Mr. Wm. Sartain, an American artist of 
long repute as a painter, in whom the art of mezzotinting is a species of 
hereditary gift. His father, the venerable engraver, John Sartain, of Phila- 
delphia, introduced the art into this country. His son has carried it to a 
perfection of which the father could scarcely have dreamed. In the plate of 
IonCi the delicate richness of color of the original picture is suggested with 
wonderful effectiveness, the soft and tender gradations of light and shade 
are unique in their perfection, and the plate is a true masterpiece of the 
mezzotinter's art. The plate is issued by M. Knoedler & Co., in the size of 
T 4Ji x 20 inches, at the price of $24 for remark proofs on India The 
edition is limited, and the plate is to be destroyed. 

* * * 

Alexander Shatto, a resident of Williamsport, Pa., was a member during 
three years of the Civil War of the First Pennsylvania Regiment. He has 
many relics from battle-fields on which he and his comrades were engaged. 
The old cap which he wore during the last year of the war, though a little 
moth eaten, is still in a good state of preservation, and the "buck tail," 
which was his regiment's symbol, measuring fifteen inches in length, looks 
as if it hadn't lost a hair. He has a rifle which belonged to a Mississippian 
that he picked up on the Antietam battle-field. He often wears a scarf pin 
on which the American flag is engraved and colored, whittled by himself 
from a beef-bone out of the camp soup pot. Minie balls, pieces of shells 
and relics of like nature he has by the score, each one recalling some adven- 
ture, skirmish or battle in which he participated. On one of the battle- 
fields he picked up a photograph which was lying half hidden beneath the 
hand of a dead rebel — a likeness of a comely young woman. For years he 
has carefully kept this memento in hope that by chance some day it may find 
an owner. He also possesses in his collection copies of a number of war 
songs which are all familiar to the Bucktails. Altogether he has a veritable 
curiosity shop at his home in which war relics take prominence in position 
and numbers. 

* » * 

Josiah A. Siegfried, a grocer of Easton, Pa., owns, among a number of 
relics, a prayer book printed in 1563, and a key to the main door of the first 
jail ever erected in Easton. The key is made of iron, measures fifteen and 
one-half inches, and weighs two pounds ten ounces. Since 1853 Mr. Sieg- 
fried has been keeping a daily record of leading events, which will some day 
be of great reference value. 

* * * 

The tools and processes employed in ancient times in engraving gems are 
*f!l, tlle same ^ those in ose to-day. The tools were five in number. 
1 be drill worked by a bow was the chief. It varied in size, was made of 
bronze and acted in virtue of the emery or corundum powder (mixed with 
oil) with which its point was smeared. The drill was occasionally tubular ; 
in that case its crown was sometimes set with small crystals of corundum, 
ine second tool was a wire saw. made effective with the same abrading ma- 
lenal. The wheel or disk of bronze was similarly employed. A file was 
also used, cot of metal, but of a mixture of emery and resin, heated together, 



and then allowed to solidify by cooling. The fifth tool was a graver, made 
by mounting in an iron or bronze handle, a.crystal or crystalline fragment of 
diamond or of sapphire, or sometimes a piece of rock crystal. As a rule, in 
engraving antique gems, and also those of the cinque-cento time, the tool 
used was worked by the hand, the stone to be engraved being fixed. In 
more recent days the reverse arrangement is followed, and in consequence 
the touch is less free and the style more mechanical. The engraved work 
and the field of gems were polished by rubbing them with fine powders, 
hematite, or red oxide of iron, having been generally employed for this 
purpose. Paste was often legitimately used, but it naturally suggests the 
subject of fraud. Of jewelers' frauds the chief was the making of a " doub- 
let," a paste backed with a real stone of greater hardness, but poor color. 
The two materials were joined by an invisible cement, the line of junction 
at the girdle of the gem being concealed by the mounting. The alteration 
and accentuation of the color of natural stones, particularly of the onyx, by 
means of various chemicals, is a comparatively recent invention, but the 
ancients were adepts in the art of changing the original hue by means of 
strong heat. 

» * * 

One of the finest and most interesting portrait collections in the United 
States is that of the Chamber of Commerce of this city. A portrait of the 
late Richard Irwin, by J. E. Barclay, has been added to the collection in 
the rooms of the organization, at No. 32 Nassau street. The portrait of Mr. 
Irwin was presented to the Chamber by his family. It is a half-length life- 
size picture, and is regarded as an excellent likeness. Mr. Irwin is shown 
seated in a chair holding a letter in his hand, the pose being very natural. 
Mr. Irwin was a member of the Chamber from 1834 until his death at the 
age of ninety years in June, 1888, or more than fifty-four years. He was 
the agent of the steamer Great Western, the first steamer to cross the At- 
lantic, excepting the Savannah in i8lq, whose voyage was an experiment. 
For half a century he was a director of the Mechanics' Bank, and he was 
head of the banking firm of Richard Irwin & Co., at No. 37 William street. 

* * * 

Probably the only original Continental flag in existence is that in the pos- 
session of the City Troop of Philadelphia. It was carried by that organiza- 
tion all through the Revolutionary War. " h is spread," says the Philadel- 
phia Record, "between two large pieces of plate glass, and is kept com- 
pletely air-tight. The probabilities are that were it removed from this case 
it would fall to pieces. In design it is somewhat similar to the English 
Jack. The design was made by a committee, of which Benjamin Franklin 
was a member, in 1776. A few years later the 'first American standard ac- 
cepted by Congress was submitted and adopted. It was known as the Con- 
stellation Flag, and was similar to the one now in use, with the exception of 
the thirteen stars on a blue background." 

* * * - 

For some years past American artists and tourists have been visiting the 
remote little Indian town of Tzintzuntzan, on Lake Patzcuaro, where in a 
church there was said to be a genuine painting by Titian of the burial of 
Christ, a really fine canvas. Among other American artists who have visited 
the town were Mr. Howard Russell Butler, who made color sketches, and 
Mr. Curtis Perry, both of New York. The theory of Titian being the 
painter receives a blow from Dr. Nicholas Leon, Director of the Michoacan 
Museum, who has carefully studied the matter. He asserts, in . a long 
article, that the painting is the work of Bathasar de Echave. 



In his handsome volume on the sword, Egerton Castle gave a pretty 
large list of works in various languages that deal with swordsmanship in its 
various phases, yet not long ago an Italian book appeared from the pen of 
Cavaliere Jacopo Gelli, called "Bibliografia Generale della Scherma," which 
proved conclusively that the subject had been hardly touched A small 
volume by Capt. Carl Thimm has just appeared in London with Messrs. 
Franz, Thimm & Co., that seeks to be as complete as the Cavaliere Gelli's, 
but more practical. " The Bibliography of the Art of Fence " endeavors to 
register the fugitive articles on fencing as well as the books on foil and 
sword play. 

* * * 

Mr. H. E. Deats announces in his paper, The Jerseytnan, that he is the 
representative in the United States of Le Courrier des Timbres-Poste, a new 
philatelic monthly magazine in the French language, published at St. 
Etienne (Loire), of which No. 1 was issued in June, and will receive sub- 
scriptions_ and advertisements at the regular rates. Subscription to Le 
Courrier is two francs per annum. 

* * * 

The French National Printing Works, in which there was a strike 
recently, date frwm the year 1640, and owe their origin to Louis XIII, who 
established them under the title Imprimerie Royale. The works were sup- 
pressed at the beginning of the Revolution and reorganized in the year .II. 
The State printing office has had many homes, and is now in the old man- 
sion of the princely bouse of Rohan in the Rue Vieille du Temple, which 
still retains traces of its former splendor. Besides doing all the printing of 
the Ministries and other public bodies, the presses of the Imprimerie 
Nationale are at the service of v all private persons who require types that 
cannot be had elsewhere. The collection at the Hotel de Rohan is unique, 
and is said to contain more than two hundred different faces. 
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THE COLLECTOR 



The collector in quest of choice bits of old silver, porcelain and bronze, 
odd and rare objec/s of antique metal work and unique furniture cannot 
afford to pass the establishment of Mr. Thomas Bullock by unvisited. A con- 
siderable collection of canvases from the brushes of the older masters also 
invite attention to the snug and picturesque shop which makes a spot of its 
own upon Fourth avenue, and affords an interior which it would pay one of 
our painters of cabinet pieces to study, with an eye to making it a subject. 
In all New York I know no place richer in that material in which the painter 
of detail as well as the collector delights. 

* * * 

Mad Anthony Wayne's old powder horn, used by a soldier under the 
General in the battle of Monmouth in June, 1778, and subsequently at Val- 
ley Forge, has just been presented by Charles F. Rockwell, of Honesdale, 
Pa., to the local collection of Valley Forge relics. 

* * * 

The firm of Deats & Sterling announce that they have the largest stock 
in the world of United States tobacco and liquor stamps, which were pur- 
chased direct from the United States Government during the past year. 
Special tax, distillery warehouse, export, rectified spirits, brewer's permit and 
other varieties of this class of United States stamps, with stubs and coupons 
attached, unused, singly or in entire sheets, and showing serial letters and 
plate numbers in full, will be sent on approval to responsible parties. 
Circulars may be had free by addressing Deats & Sterling, P. O. box 294, 

Trenton, N. J. 

* * * 

It is evident that we are not destined to hear the end of the contro- 
versy about that mysterious person, "The Man in the Iron Mask." 
Every year the history of the famous prisoner is retold, with new the- 
ories and conjectures as to his identity. It is now announced gravely 
that one Capt. Bazerier, of Nantes, who has made a special study of 
cryptography, has succeeded in discovering the key to the cipher dis- 
patches exchanged between Louis XIV and Louvois, and that from 
these he has gleaned the fact that the Masque de Fer was a general 
named De Bulonde, who was' condemned to perpetual imprisonment 
for having disobeyed the orders of Marshal Catinat by raising the 
siege of a town in Piedmont. Last year, about this time, there was 
another discovery regarding the unfortunate prisoner, who was posi- 
tively identified as a certain Eustache Danger, an English spy. With 
all due respect to Capt. Bazerier we shall await further developments. 
If his researches finally go up in smoke they will have wrought neither 
good or evil, except that one name more will have been added to the 
now already crowded list. Here are the persons suspected of having 
worn the hateful object : Count Ercolo Antonio Matthioli of Mantua ; 
the Due de Vermandois ; the real father of Louis XIV, whoever that 
may be ; the Due de Beaufort, the half-brother of the same monarch, 
begotten by either the Duke of Buckingham or Cardinal Mazarin ; 
Fouquet, Minister of Finance under the same Louis, and others of less 
importance. In fact, so many have been claimed by modern fureteurs 
as the real and only prisoners of Pignerol and the Bastile, that new 
discoveries cease to excite us even to passing interest. 



Daniel L. Jones, of Brooklyn, has an old-fashioned house in McKibbin 
street, above Lorimer, that it would pay a relic hunter to take a day off to 
look over. It is a quaint two-story structure, standing back of half a dozen 
fine white-thorn trees, and covered with Welsh slates. Inside is a very 
extensive collection of antiquities dating back to the Druids. In this col- 
lection are paintings, books, music, poetry and histories in manuscript — 
nearly everything Welsh. Among the exceptions is a portrait of Gen. Mor- 
gan Lewis, of Revolutionary fame, and the General's sword. There is also 
what, it is claimed, is the only original portrait of Oliver Cromwell in this 
country. Mr. Jones keeps in a secluded spot a big silver watch, which he 
proudly tells all callers belonged to the Lord Protector. Mr. Jones himself 
is an octogenarian, and is now in Europe, browsing upon ancestral leeks. 

* * * . 

The West Virginia Historical Society has formed the nucleus of a 
museum at the State Capitol, in Charlestown. There is a large collection of 
books especially valuable in local history; one also sees Samuel Lewis' map 
of Virginia, made in 1794, a copy of a survey made near Point Pleasant by 
Daniel Boone in 1791, and autograph letters of Benjamin Franklin, and of 
hundreds of the men who figured in the early history of West Virginia. There 
is a cane cut by Daniel Boone in the Yew Pine Mountains in 1795, and 
his beaver trap, and a block of wood containing axe marks from the Albert 
Gallatin survey in Clay County, made in 1783, many rare coins, etc.. 
Numerous portraits hang on the walls, and the collection is in constant 
receipt of accessions. 

* * # 

In times when paper was unknown and skins practically were the only sub- 
stances available for writing, and were scarce and correspondingly expensive, 
the would-be scribe was forced to fall back for his supply of parchment upon 
older books which had become obsolete, or, in his opinion, contained mat- 
ter of less importance than that which he intended to commit to writing. A 
practice was therefore initiated of removing the characters first written by- 
washing off the old ink, or, more mechanically, by scraping the parchment 
with a knife, thus in some measure repeating the original process of preparing 
the skin for use by rubbing it with pumice stone. The surface of parchment 
which had been subjected to treatment of this nature, especially if subse- 
quently polished, would not show any traces of tbe first writing, and was 
again available for use. Thus arose a class of manuscripts known as 
" codices rescripti," rewritten books; or, as " palimpsests," literally, " again- 
rubbed " books; The practice as originally followed out, has given rise to- 
but little inconvenience; for the ancient booksellers were good judges, and 
took care never to destroy a valuable treatise, but only obliterated such works 
as had no sale in the limited literary market of the ancient world. 

* * * 

In 1840 an employee of the Library of the Arsenal at Paris discov- 
ered in an out of the way closet a number of letters comprising 
official correspondence regarding persons imprisoned within the 
Bastile from 1659 to 1744. Shortly after the discovery of the docu- 
ments, Monsieur Francois Ravaisson, assistant librarian of the insti- 
tution, took it upon himself to edit and classify them. They were 
afterward published by their compiler under the title of "Archives de 
la Bastile," and form, for that "period, perhaps the most valuable his- 
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iorical and criminal records available. Sixteen volumes appeared in 
succession. The librarian had begun the seventeenth when death 
put a sudden stop to his task. Unfortunately the but partially 
finished work found no one sufficiently zealous to continue it toward 
completion, and for almost fifty years the remaining documents were 
left unpublished in the same corner in which they had been found. 
Recently; they have been dug up again by M. Ravaisson-Mollieu, of 
the Bibliotheque Mazarine, and nephew of the former editor. The 
result is the seventeenth volume, which has just appeared. Much in- 
teresting material is to be found in this last installment regarding 
Damiens, the would-be assassin of Louis XV, and of his accomplice 
Courtin. Several pages are devoted to documents relative to the im- 
prisonment in 1757 of the bookseller Musier and of Pasdeloup the 
binder, both of whom were guilty of the publication of books of a 
treasonable character. The Chevalier d'Erconville, who was the 
author of some very facetious verses addressed to Mme. de Pompa- 
dour, and one Constant, who was supposed to have written a number 
of anonymous letters to the Marquise, occupied cells not far distant. 
Others of more or less notability come in for their share of the 
chronicle, so -that in the end Frenchmen cannot complain that they 
have no Newgate calendar of their own, or longer lament the scarcity 
of criminal literature. These records provide something more than 
ordinary entertainment. They furnish historical and descriptive 
material of a very serviceable kind, and will aid more than one 
biographer with facts arid events that could scarcely be obtained else- 
where. 

Among objects recently deposited in the Museum of Archseology of the 
University of Pennsylvania are two minute Japanese carvings and a small 
black lacquered shrine, about two inches in height, containing three carved 
images of Japanese deities. These objects, which were obtained from Japan 
for the museum by Mr. C. H. Kajiwara, a Japanese gentleman,' at present 
residing in this country, are peculiar to one of the teinples in his native 
province. It is the custom at Japanese temples to sell pilgrims and wor- 
shipers small strips of paper or wooden tablets, bearing the name of the 
.temple, and sometimes of the gods there worshiped. These are worn 
as charms and carried in the bosom by a strap around the neck. At 
Rai Gan Zan, or " Holy Rock Mount," in the Province of Iwashiro, about 
one hundred miles- from Tokio, one of the oldest! temples in Japan, small 
wooden images of the Japanese god's have been carved for ages and sold to 



pilgrims. The first are said to have been made by the famous Buddhist 
pries'-, Ko-bo Daishi, in 807 A. D , and the industry is reputed to have been 
handed down from him to the present time." Ko-bo Daishi (774-834) was 
one of the greatest promulgators of Buddhism in the history of Japan, and 
is noted as a caligraphist, painter, sculptor, and even as an engraver upon 
wood. He visited China 804 A. D.. and on his return brought many relics, 
images and pictures into his native country. The title Ko-bo Daishi (great 
teacher who spreads abroad the law) is posthumous. It is customary for the 
Japanese to attribute so much to him that it seems quite natural to find him 
regarded as the inventor of these carvings. 

* * * 

The objects acquired by the museum are from this temple. They are 
all of unpainted white wood. The smallest carving is about one-tenth of an 
inch in height and represents Daikoku, one of the Seven Gods of Good 
Fortune, who presides over worldly prosperity. He carries a mallet and 
stands upon two rice bales. There exists in the collection of Japanese prints 
in the British Museum a wood engraving of this personage, of which the 
original block is said to have been engraved by Ko-bo Daishi himself. The 
other carving, which is mounted upon a stand of the same material and pro- 
tected by a cuplike cover, represents Kwannon, the Goddess of Mercy, one of 
the most popular divinities in Japan. Her name and appearance are well 
known to collectors of Japanese and Chinese art, and ber worship is as popu- 
lar in China as in Japan. Indeed, a picture of her is hung as an object of 
worship in one of the shrines erected by Chinese laborers in Philadelphia. 
The lacquered shrine contains images of the San iou, or Three Venerables. 
These are Bosatsu — Bodhisattoa, Je whose essence has become intelligence; 
Shaka — Sakamuni, and Niyovai — Amida Buddah. The inner surface of the 
shrine is gilded. Its doors being opened, they disclose the images seated 
on pedestals under a vermilion canopy. It is apparent, with the aid of a 
glass, that every detail of their features, their dress and accessories, is per- 
fect, and even the expression of the faces, although they are smaller than 
pin heads, is carefully portrayed. These small images are intended to be 
worshipped, and such is actually done by many Japanese, prayers being ad- 
dressed to them and incense burned before them. The carvings must prove 
a considerable source of revenue to the temple, as they are sold at a com- 
paratively high price, and there is a large demand for them, not only on the 
part of the Japanese, but as objects of art and curiosity by collectors in 
other lands. The industry of their manufacture, however, continued though 
it has been for nearly a thousand years, is now likely to be lost. 



L.CRIST DkLMONICO 

(KOHN'S ART ROOMS), 
166 FIFTH AVENUE (between 21st and 22d Sts.), NEW YORK. 

CONNOISSEURS and LOVERS OF ART are invited to inspect our 
. very choice Collections of MODERN PAINTINGS. 



BANGS & COMPANY, 

■ Established 1834. 

739 and 741 BROADWAY, 

Opposite Astor Place, NEW YQRK. 

Have almost Daily Auction Sales op 

LIBRARIES, COLLECTIONS OF BOOKS, 
Autographs, Coins, Medals, 

and other 

LITERARY PROPERTY. 

Consignments solicited, Correspondence invited, Cata 

logues mailed upon application, and Bids 

executed free of charge. 



L. A. LANTHIER, 

Art Rooms, . 

22 EAST 16th STREET, 

(2 Doors West of Gpiore Square), 
New York City. 



TO SUBSCRIPTION 
BOOK SALESMEN. 



GEBBIE & CO., 

Pine Irt and General Publishers, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

Invite correspondence with gentlemen expe- 
rienced in the above business. Agents wanted 
in every city in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, Brazil and Australia. Liberal in- 
ducements to first-class men. Send for Cat- 
alogues. 

The Gebbie & Husson Photogravure Co. 
(Limited) is prepared to make estimates for 
artistic work -of all kinds in photogravure. 
Portraits a specialty, from $25.00 upwards. 
Address 

GEBBIE 3t CO., 

No. 900 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 



CHARLES F. LIBBIE k CO., 

AUCTIONEERS, 

No. 13 Hayward PI, Boston, Mass. 



Special facilities for the arrangement and sale 
by Auction of Books, Autographs Coins, En- 
gravings, Furniture, and other Personal Prop 
erty. = Consignments and correspondence so- 
licited. Catalogues mailed on application, and 
purchases made for librarians and bookbuyers 
free of charge. 

ORTGIES & CO., 

Art Auctioneers, 

FIFTH AVE. ART GALLERIES, 

366 and 368 FIFTH AVE., N. Y. 

ROBERT FULLERTON, 

Oil Paintings, Diamonds. 

BRIC-A-BRAC. 

No. 319 Third Avenue, 

NEAR 18th ST. NEW YORK. 



Notary Public. 



Paintings Appraised. 



